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Jikigyo-Miroku Monument

The characters inscribed on this stone
post read “Jikigyo-Miroku,” the name of
one of the leaders of the Fuji-ko school of
mountain worship. This monument was
erected by Fuji-ko adherents who made
pilgrimages to the Shiraito Falls.
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O-Bin-mizu Spring

This pond has been formed from a natural spring. There is a
legend that says that the famous warrior Minamoto-no-Yoritomo
fixed his loose hair (“bin”.refers to the hair at the temples) at this
spring.
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World Heritage Fujisan
Fujisan, sacred place and source of
artistic inspiration

Mt. Fuji is a solitary strato-volcano, 3,776 m in height and located
about 100 km south-west of Tokyo, which forms Japan’s highest peak.

The awe of Mt. Fuji’s majestic form and intermittent volcanic activity
has inspired a form of mountain worship with its own unique character,
with practitioners hoping to draw power from the deities residing
on the mountain and to experience symbolic death and rebirth in the
course of making ascents from the foot to the summit of the mountain,
or pilgrimages to religious sites around the foot of the mountain. It has
also been featured in numerous woodblock prints and other artworks
which have even inspired artists in other countries. As a result of all
these activities, it was registered on the World Heritage list in June
2013.
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World Heritage Fujisan

Shiraito no Taki
Waterfalls

The 150-m wide cascade of the Shiraito no Taki Waterfalls is
formed from natural spring water from Mt. Fuji. During the 16th and
17th centuries, Hasegawa Kakugyo, considered the founder of the
Fuji-ko school of mountain worship, is believed to have undergone
ascetic training here, and the falls became a focus of pilgrimage and
training for many, especially adherents of the Fuji-ko.
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Famous Sites and Natural Monuments

Otodome no Taki Waterfalls

The Shiraito (White Thread) no Taki Waterfalls are formed from
snowmelt from Mt. Fuji, and the elegance of this natural spring water,
falling like white threads, is the reason for the falls’ name. Both these
falls and the nearby Otodome no Taki Waterfalls are registered as
national Famous Sites and Natural Monuments due to their important
geology.
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Shiraito no Taki Waterfalls (aerial view)
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The main stream of the Shiba River drops a height of 25 m
here.

There is a legend that the Soga brothers discussed their famous
revenge mission near these falls some 800 years ago, and when
they remarked how the noise of the waterfalls was so loud that
they couldn’t talk, it suddenly fell silent. Hence the name of the
falls, “Sound-stopping Falls,” or “Otodome no Taki.”
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Otodome no Taki Waterfalls (aerial view)
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